ACCESS PTA Board Meeting 12/10/14
Meeting called to order at 7:02 p.m. Welcome and introductions.
Principal’s report - Mr. Wood (7:10 — 7:30 p.m.)

A committee will review ACCESS funds around Feburary 1% to identify unspent money and will create a
plan so the school can put it to use for all students in the best way possibie.

Run for the Arts (RFTA): We can spend RFTA earnings on a wide variety of things — they can be activities
listed on the Young Audiences roster or off the roster and can include transportation costs. If parents
have suggestions on how to use the money, give them to homeroom teachers first if they are
suggestions for grade levels. If suggestions are for the entire school, give them to Mr. Wood.
Expectations are that the kids should have more performances and will be getting out of the school
more so hopefully they will be even more excited about asking for donations and running this spring.
Review of RFTA goals, challenges, and proposal - see attached sheet for more information.

Val Aitchison — RFTA continued. Current RFTA leaders would like to pass the torch to a group of parents
with younger kids — the current leaders have older kids who will be leaving ACCESS soon. RFTA is a fun

event to manage with friends so please reach out to Val if you are at all interested. Opportunities to

shadow the current leaders are here so act now!

RFTA Proposal: one idea is to do a run for the arts type event without utilizing Young Audiences (YA). YA

takes a large cut for their work. If you have experience with managing events and/or tracking funds,
please get in touch with Mr. Wood or Val Aitchison.

Update on after school programming — see flyer. Over 90 responses to the survey — about 30 responses
said the main barrier is transportation. Good news — about 50 parents said they would be willing to
carpool. Dana Ticker will coordinate families.

Successful schools survey — PPS is doing a district wide survey for 5, 7", and 10" grades. PPS’ goal is to
have at least a 40% response rate but Mr. Wood is hoping for a 100% response at ACCESS. He is looking
for ways to help ACCESS families complete the survey. If our answers took different from the general PPS
population, it might encourage PPS to look at our program more thoughtfully. Survey will come out in
January. Although the survey can only be offered to 5™ and 7" graders at ACCESS, it brings up good
topics for discussion in every home. The district will desegregate the information in many different
ways. This is a precursor to a second survey that will come out in the spring. The district will finalize the
spring survey after reviewing the first survey. Mr. Wood is hoping that the ACCESS surveys will show
that our program is reaching children in a way that the neighborhood schools aren’t, e.g. emotional
needs, safe feeling, etc. ACCESS’ site council and staff are very interested in reviewing the responses to
see how ACCESS is doing.







Mr. Wood has asked teachers to ask families to pay what they can when field trips so one teacher or
grade level doesn’t wipe out the entire PTA field trip fund (it is usually first come, first served). Is there a
specific form that teachers or others to use when asking the PTA for funds? No, there is only a
reimbursement form. The foundation has one that could be adapted for the PTA. If we proceed with
that, anything outside of the approved funds would need a request form.

Are there identified building needs (or expected needs)? Water cooler for staff ($40) per month.

Old Business: Motion to approve the November meeting minutes was made and seconded. Motion
passed.

New Business: Proposal to authorize a letter from the ACCESS PTA to the PPS School Board was made

and a discussion ensued. Is there support or approval for a letter from the PTA in general? YES. There

are a few corrections to be made — review of those. Primary message in letter is about the growth plan

rather than the SACET recommendations, in particular regarding the sibling preference issue. There

doesn’t seem to be as much of a PTA consensus about the sibling preference proposal. However, there

is a high, objective bar for siblings applying to ACCESS so our situation is substantially different than

other schools so consensus is that it’s important to note that difference. For many families, ACCESS is

not a choice, it’s the only option. If we do not address the sibling preference policy at ACCESS, itmight
be perceived that we accept the current proposals. At the least, we should demonstrate our

commitment to equity by including specific numbers/data. Our support of equity and sibling preference

shouldn’t be a contradiction — all PPS students who are eligible should be accepted at ACCESS. Perhaps
add in the number of PPS students who would qualify for ACCESS. We should bolster our argument with

data. Allin all, sibling preference is different at ACCESS because all siblings must qualify before they can

apply. We're not taking a position on sibling preference — just stating it is different at ACCESS.

Motion to approve the letter from the PTA with above corrections was made and approved. Motion
passed.

There was a question regarding the status of Mr. Diltz next year, when Ms. Tini Maier returns. Mr. Wood
pointed out that half of Mr. Diltz’s position this year is technology. Mr. Wood would like to increase the
technology position next year so there might be a possibility of keeping both.

Announcements. We need wine donations for the Atomic Cabaret Talent Show. There will be childcare
in the basement, $7 per child. We need more adult talent!

The PTA is still accepting donations to the GIVE! campaign so please donate.

Meeting adjourned at 8:32 p.m.



